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2021 GDP
$23.3 trillion

The U.S. travel and tourism industry is measured by the  
real output of goods and services sold directly to travelers.
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Note. The 2021 travel and tourism statistics represent a partial recovery following the economic impact of the COVID–19 pandemic on the industry.

Tourism value added to GDP in 2021

$502.2 billion
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Traveler accommodations ($116.7 billion)

Food services and drinking places ($78.5 billion)

Air transportation services ($69.0 billion)
Retail trade services (excluding gas stations) ($30.2 billion)

Wholesale trade and transportation services ($28.7 billion)
Automotive equipment rental and leasing ($26.8 billion)

Other ($152.2 billion)

2.2%
Travel and tourism’s 

share of 2021 GDP

Up from
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2021 total tourism 
employment increased

Up from a 2020 increase of

Data for 2021 indicate that for every 100 jobs supported directly by the travel 
and tourism industry, an additional 53 indirect tourism jobs are required.
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2021 travel and tourism prices

increased 7.7%
after decreasing 5.0% in 2020

Prices of 21 commodities 
contributed to the 2021 increase.

https://apps.bea.gov/scb/issues/2023/02-february/0223-travel-tourism-satellite-account.htm

